THE VICTORIANS  AND  AFTER
results from similar causes Nobody would think from reading what Carlyle and Arnold had to say, or listening to the way they said it, that both drew much of their inspiration from Goethe Nobody comparing Ruskin's views on art with Garlyle's would imagine that Ruskin would whole-heartedly acknowledge Carlyle as his teacher m anything Morris and Ruskin seem poles apart, yet both were affected by the medievalism which with some became a hampenng disease But there is no end to the curiosities we discover if we try to unravel the threads of cultural heredity in this exciting and confused age The important thing to notice is that all four of these men hated as the thing above all things accurst the prevalent philosophy of economics which the industrial revolution, together with Adam Smith, Bentham, the Mills and others had brought about They all fought it tooth and nail, for different reasons, and with different remedies in view, they fought it in various ways, by screaming, by preaching, by reasoning, by doing, and though they do not seem to have had any great immediate effect, their efforts probably prevented things from being as bad as they might have been, and they planted seeds which are only now, it would seem, beginning to sprout Arnold is the exception, his seed came up too soon, and the visible harvest is over, yet what he stood for will necessarily remain as an element in any civilised consciousness
We must begin with Carlyle, the sage of Chelsea who never ceased to be the obstinate peasant of Ecclefechan His nature was as tortured and c'impossible9* as his grotesque prose With his violently puritan, pleasure-hating nature, akin to that of John Knox, he tried to absorb German romanticism, and even the monstrous transcendentalism of Novalis He longed to be what he was utterly incapable of being, a man of action "Brave young friend you are, what I am not, in the happy case to learn to be something and to do something, instead of eloquently talking about what has been and was done and may bej" The sort of man of action he would have liked to be was a mixture of Frederick the Great and Jeremiah He loved denunciation, one is bound to think, for its own sake, he would have wished to-day, perhaps, to be
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